CCA/ UNDAF Design Workshop

In the name of God the merciful
Your Excellency; Ambassador…
KRG Rep….
Mr. Sami Metti- Deputy Minister of Planning and Development Cooperation

On behalf of myself, my UN colleagues and specialized agencies, I would like to welcome you today to this Workshop on the Design of CCA/ UNDAF for Iraq 2009. 
This Workshop is part of a series of UN and Iraqi joint events and activities that commenced in Baghdad last week and will be concluded by the development of CCA document by end of September 2009; on which basis the UNDAF will be built for the next four years.

The Question which some may ask is: why do we do this work and this long process?
Our goal as UN and as staff serving women, men, youth and children of Iraq; is improved delivery to the best of our abilities and specializations; provided that we complement our key development partners in realizing MDGs.

First: If we fail to provide these services, we fail to contribute to the support needed to achieve better lives for those who aspire for it, especially the most vulnerable. 
Last week in Baghdad, the Government of Iraq preliminarily endorsed the draft Review of UN contributions and achievements since January 2008 in relation to Iraq National Development and its emerging recommendations. The Review, which will be presented today, will outline the UN achievements in 8 sectors; education, health…
Second: UN commitment to work on achieving Paris spirit which Iraq has endorsed through:

1. National ownership

2. Coordination

3. Coherence

4. Shared responsibility

5. RBM
At this stage of our work as UN employees; we vow ourselves to commit and to interpret these commitments through starting the CCA/ UNDAF process.
Today in this room, all Iraqi stakeholders are represented (Parliament, Government, Private Sector, CSOs, Academics) in addition to all UN specialized agencies especially Human Rights and Gender representatives.
I would like to thank my colleagues; the facilitators and experts from UN System Staff College in Turin and New York, in addition to the peer support groups from UNFPA and UNICEF. All efforts are necessary to finalize this phase.

We also need to agree on a common vision for the work in Iraq based on respect of human rights, fairness, and equity; taking into account the necessity to empower women, children , individuals and most vulnerable families in Iraq such as IDPs and returnees. We have commenced our common work through continuous coordination and coherence between us, in addition to the linkages between the programmes and our work on the Assistance Strategy for Iraq to achieve prosperous future and the MDGs. We realize our need to activate all efforts intensively. As the GoI representative mentioned last week, there is a change in UN culture of work in Iraq.
There was an agreement on the UN Assistance Strategy and moral support, which is a comprehensive strategic tool to enable the UN from achieving the development goals. This tool is only applicable in countries that are able to build stability, political administration, and ability to achieve a realistic vision. To that end, it acknowledges that Iraq has made considerable transformations and that Iraq is ready for this formula. We also can not disregard that Iraq is still under critical stage of violence and recurrence of recent bombings.   
As for this workshop, the facilitators' mission is to work with us on available mechanisms that will be improved. It is imperative to note that the UN does not have its own separate strategy and programmes; but rather builds on national plans. On behalf of my UN colleagues, I am delighted to share with you that it was agreed with the Government to discuss the UN mission on basis of  NDP priorities.

Addition points that were previously mentioned:

· The UN is ready to cooperate with the Government and to support the Iraqi 5 year plan

· There will be a follow up in the next six months.

